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Got Spirit? 

 
De Soto High School Spirit Club 

 

The Dragon Update is a periodic update from De Soto High School. It will focus on current and upcoming 
events, as well as important dates for DHS families. Additionally, the Update will spotlight some of the 
great things happening in our building and also give you a closer look at some of our staff members.  

John Daniels, DHS Principal 

 



 

 
Principal’s Page... 

Great Kids at DHS 
There is a saying that goes, “There’s no such thing as bad press.” The idea being that if people are talking 
about you or your organization, that’s better than if no one is talking about you at all, even if it’s negative. 
I’m not going to get into the “bad press” stuff because the unfortunate reality of today’s society is that 
bad news grabs more headlines than good news. Like all schools (and communities), we have individuals 
who make bad choices or don’t apply themselves to their greatest abilities, but we also have the other 
sorts of kids who truly strive to make good choices and want to make De Soto High School a better place. 
These are the kids who almost never get into trouble, they take their academics seriously and are model 
citizens who do a great job of representing our school and community, but unfortunately their actions 
often go unnoticed. All kids are important to us at DHS, but sometimes our focus is so aimed at those 
students needing the majority of our help that we forget to mention students who are less demanding. 

We have students who will graduate with not only a high school diploma, but also an Associate in Arts 
degree. We have students who take elective courses in the summer so they can free up space in their 
regular schedule for advanced courses in English, Math, Science, and Social Studies. We have kids who do 
all that and still find time to participate in band, choir, athletics, student council, theater, and any number 
of clubs and organizations. But that’s no surprise because kids have been doing that for quite a few years.  

But did you know that many of these same kids spend hours of their lives working with and befriending 
our students with special needs? We have students looking out for others and trying to curtail bullying. 
We have students accepting leadership roles to build a more positive culture at DHS. They care about 
their school and their community. Television stations don’t come to town to show these things, and while 
that is frustrating, it is ok because these kids don’t do good things so people will notice them, they do 
good things to make De Soto a better place.  

 
John Daniels, De Soto High School Principal  
(636) 586-1085 
daniels.john@desoto.k12.mo.us 
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Teacher Page... 
Staff Profiles 

Rebecca Portwood -- High School Special Education  
1. Education Background: I graduated from De Soto High School and I’ve always 
loved the community and the school district. I then went to Jefferson College and 
earned an Associate of Arts in Teaching. I transferred to UMSL to earn my Bachelor’s 
in Elem. Education and Special Education K-12.  

2. Years as a teacher/years in De Soto: This is my first year teaching and I am 
excited to be at De Soto. Once a dragon always a dragon. 

3. Favorite Class in High School: My favorite classes were history and Spanish. I 
enjoyed learning about our great country and our class trip to DC. In Spanish I 
remember having a great teacher who really brought the culture to the classroom. 

4. Hobbies: Going to the Fabulous Fox Theater, Cardinals games, cruising to beautiful 
islands, and listening to music. I love going to concerts, because you get a personal side of the artist. 

5. Favorite Book: My favorite book is A Walk to Remember by Nicholas Sparks. My favorite educational book is The 
First Days of School, by Harry Wong. It was the first book that allowed me to understand education and made me 
want to be an educator. 

6. Best live event I’ve ever attended: It’s a toss up between Cher with Cyndi Lauper and Hamilton at the Fox. 

7. Fun Fact: A fun fact about me is I love adventure and have taken lessons on the flying trapeze. It is definitely a 
great experience and something I really enjoy. 

Angela Burke -- High School English 

1.  Educational background: I received my degree in English Ed. from Missouri State 
Univ. and my master's degree in administration from William Woods Univ..  

2. Years of teaching/years teaching in DeSoto: I am currently in my 16th year of 
teaching.  I taught three years elsewhere before making my home here in DeSoto. 

3. Favorite class in high school: I loved English.  I even went to summer school so I 
could take more English classes.  At the time, we had summer school enrichment too. 

4. Hobbies: I enjoy completing triathlons.  With each race, I compete against myself. 
Racing gives me a goal to work towards where I have to get my body and mind ready 

for the challenges that are ahead of me.  

5. Favorite book: The Awakening by Kate Chopin is my favorite book. 

6. Best live event I’ve ever attended: I would have to say I have two events that tie for being the best live events in 
my lifetime. First would be a Trisha Yearwood concert I went to with my dad.  I secretly wanted to be a country 
singer after this.  The second would be the first concert I took my own kids to last year.  It was a TobyMac concert. 
When I watched my kids enjoying this concert, I was reminded of the time with my dad. 

7. Fun fact: Every year my husband and I get together for his Marine Reunion.  I love being able to see all of his 
Marine buddies and their wives each year.  We look forward to it each year. 



 

Calendar Page... 
Up Next at De Soto High School: 

10/26 Friday Varsity Football at Festus (Districts) 7 PM 

10/27 Saturday Varsity Cross Country at Cape Notre Dame (Dist.) 10:45 AM 

10/29 Monday Varsity Soccer vs. Windsor at Hillsboro (Districts) 6:30 PM 

 

 

Cross Country teams will compete at Districts this Saturday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Parents Page... 
Parent Teacher Conferences 
Thank you so much to those parents who were able to attend last week’s DHS Parent Teacher 
Conferences. There was a great deal of positive feedback from both teachers and parents regarding 
conversations about student needs and progress. If you were unable to make it, or if you just couldn’t 
connect with a specific teacher, please give us a call or send the teacher an email directly. Parent-teacher 
communication certainly isn’t limited to conferences. 

Parent Roles for High School Students 
Relating to the above notes about last week’s parent teacher conferences, please take a look at the 
following article from US News and World Report. It outlines the benefits to students when parents are 
engaged partners in their child’s education, even at the high school level.   
 
https://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/high-school-notes/2012/02/20/students-learn-better-w
ith-engaged-parents  
 

Distracted Driving 
Please take a look at the following article and video relating to distracted driving. Take a few minutes to 
discuss it with your teen driver. In the near future, you will be receiving information about a safe driving 
exercise that we will be doing at DHS in conjunction with other schools in Jefferson County, the Jefferson 
County Department of Public Works and Highway, KMA (Keeping Memories Alive), and the Save a Life 
Tour.  

https://www.cars.com/articles/video-the-dangers-of-distracted-driving-1420693110668/  

 

Career Paths 
I am leaving this article up for a second week. In some individual conversations with seniors this week, I 
was troubled by the number of kids who don’t have a real post-high school plan.  

Take a look at this website regarding potential career choices. Special attention is aimed at growth fields 
and industries that show high numbers of vacancies in the future. It is a great starting point regarding 
post-high school discussions with your student.  

https://www.trade-schools.net/articles/fastest-growing-careers.asp 
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